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RIDS-Nepal can not survive without the generous contributions from individuals like you, so please believe in us and be a part of the change. You can Transfer a Donation into the RIDS-Nepal Account using the details provided in this page.





The RIDS-Nepal Databank allows a detailed performance assessment of several implemented village solar PV systems, a pico-hydro power plant and greenhouses within their environmental context.




Take a virtual tour of Humla. With this tool, you will be able to experience how remote, yet truly beautiful, this place is. You will be able to view 360°  panoramas of some of the main locations where RIDS-Nepal works in Humla. A local song and some video clips are also embedded. More panoramas and scenes will be added over time.
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													General Poll

											

	
			Which project do you think is the most important for the development of a place like Humla?		
	
				
						
						
						
							Smokeless Metal Stove						
					
	
						
						
						
							Drinking Water						
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							Greenhouse						
					
	
						
						
						
							Non Formal Education						
					
	
						
						
						
							Slow Sand Water Filter						
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							Solar Cooker						
					
	
						
						
						
							High Altitude Bathing Center						
					


		
	
			
				
				 
				
			

		



	
	
	
	
					

				

			

		

	
														
																																												

													

									 			

																								
												
												
													
																																										
														
																												
														
															
					Food Security				
					
					
				



	

Nepal is a developing country and is ranked 142 out of 177 countries in terms of Human Development Index (UNDP, 2007). The UNDP also ranks Nepal as 68th out of 102 developing countries with an annual GDP per capita of US$ 252 (UNDP, 2006). In 2006, the country had an estimated population of 28.3 million (CIA, 2007), of which 40% were aged 15 or less; approximately 80% of the population lived in rural areas.

In terms of energy, traditional fuel consumption (mainly wood) represents 93% of total usage but in the remote and improvised mountain areas, it represents 100% of total usage. The average per capita electricity consumption is only 91 kWh per annum, although electricity is only accessible to approximately 25% of the nation's population. Infant mortality, compared to developed nations, is high ranging from 86 to 53 per 1000 live births for the poorest and richest 20% respectively. The UNDP estimates that in 2001-3, 17% of the population was estimated to be malnourished. In children under five years old, this was reflected in 48% and 51% being under weight and under height for age respectively. Over one fifth of babies were born underweight. These average statistics, alarming as they are, mask a more serious situation for rural and remote people in Nepal, where malnutrition and its effects are much worse.

Food Security in Humla 
The World Bank defines 'food security' as "access by all people at all times to enough food for an active healthy life" (NPC/UNDP, 2005). Humla has been judged to be one of the poorest. Using a ranking of 1 (best) to 75 (worst), Humla was ranked 74th in the overall index in regard to poverty, deprivation, socioeconomic and infrastructural development, and women's empowerment (ICIMOD, 2003).

In this food deficient area, a subsistence economy runs on inter-village trade, livestock and the cultivation of food-grains". Less than one percent of the land is arable due to steep slopes, rocks, rivers and forest cover (DPH, 2004) and snow cover for five months of the year reduces fresh food production to just 3-4 months per year. As a result, and unsurprisingly, there is chronic malnutrition among the local population. In a study of children in the districts of Humla found that malnutrition rates of children below 5 yrs old is 65%.
RIDS-Nepal recognized this problem plaguing the people of Humla and started to fight back by developing different projects that would help the people there in this enormous problem. RIDS-Nepal has developed 5 different programs to address this issue which includes Smokeless metal stove , Solar Cooker , Solar Drier , Greenhouse and Nutrition Programmme .





All of these programs are specifically designed to increase the overall food production, reduce the food scarcity, cook and store the available food effectively and hygienically and teach how children should be taken care of by providing the necessary daily nutrients. You can take a closer look at each of the individual programs through Food Security menu.
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	ENERGY-EFFICIENT ELECTRIC LIGHTING FOR  BUILDINGS IN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, Phd Thesis (11244)
	Renewable Energy Master Dissertation Part 2 (8516)

					

				

			

		

	
													

																																					
																
			
				
					
													Copyright Notice

											Any redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is prohibited other than the following:

- You may print or download to a local hard disk extracts for your personal and non-commercial use only
 - You may copy the content to individual third parties for their personal use, but only if you acknowledge the website as the source of the material
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